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Syro Malabar Community Qatar
Celebrated “Thiruppiravi 2011”

The Syro Malabar Community in Qatar

celebrated Thiruppiravi 2011 at Al Ghazal
Club auditorium on January 13.
Ambassador of India in Qatar Mrs. Deepa
Gopalan Wadhwa was the chief guest
at the function.

It is the 23rd annual Thiruppiravi
cultural celebrations of the community
in Qatar. Every year the community

celebrates this grand cultural
programme under the Syro Malabar
Cultural Association, an organization of

Syro Malabar Community here. The
three hour long glittering cultural
programme included skits, songs, and
dance and poetry rendition. The mind
boggling performance regaled the entire
audience packed to its full capacity in
the auditorium.

In her inaugural speech, Indian
Ambassador in Qatar Mrs. Deepa
Gopalan Wadhwa commented SMCA for
organizing such events that will
eventually enrich the cultural bondage
of our people living in a distant land,
especially the younger generation. Fr.
Johnson Araserril OFM Cap.,patron of
the organization, highlighted the
relevance of celebrating Thiuppiravi
which coincides with the beginning of a
new year. SMCA president Joy Antony
presided the inaugural session and
general secretary George Joseph
proposed vote of thanks. Fr. Simon
Cheruvathur and programme coordinator
Clarence Elavathinkal felicitated the
audience on the occasion. SMCA gulf
coordinator Dr. Mohan Thomas was
guest of honour.

One hundred and sixty two
participants, including children and
adults participated in the cultural
programme. Besides cultural progam-
mes, SMCA Qatar is involved in many
activities benefitting the community
including leadership training programme
for young members, charity activities and
family welfare scheme for expatriate
Syro Malabar community in Qatar.
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The Curia Bishop of the Syro-Malabar
Catholic Church, His Excellency, Mar
Bosco Puthur was given award
welcome when he visited St. Peter’s
Syro-Malabar Catholic Parish, R.K.
Puram, New Delhi on Sunday 27 Nov.
2011. He was received by Fr. Paul
Thekkenath , Parish Council vice
president Mr. Liju Joseph and Secretary
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Final results show Christians under-represented
in new Egyptian Parliament

Egypt: Final results of the Egyptian
parliamentary elections confirm a
resounding victory for Islamist groups,
while the country’s Christians are woefully
under-represented, filling just seven of the
498 seats.

As expected from the first two of three
rounds of voting, the Muslim
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party
(FJP) has emerged with the largest share
of the vote, giving them 47 per cent of
seats in the People’s Assembly.

The final results of the staggered
elections were announced on Saturday
(21 January) by the High Judicial
Elections Committee. The hard line
Salafist al-Nur party’s coalition came
second, taking about 25 per cent of the
seats. The liberal Wafd party came third,
trailed by the Egyptian Bloc coalition. The
latter includes the Free Egyptians, which
is headed by Christian businessman
Naguib Sawiris and is favoured by many
of the country’s Christians.

Despite comprising around ten per cent
of the population, Christians fill only 1.4
per cent of the seats in the new

parliament. Christian candidates won just
two seats in the elections; five Christian
candidates were subsequently appointed
to the parliament by the head of the Supreme
Council of the Armed Forces, who, acting in
the place of the president, has the right to
appoint ten MPs. Ousted President Hosni
Mubarak traditionally used this allocation to
boost the representation of Christians and
women.

Christians’ concerns

Egyptian Christians are concerned about
their future under the new parliament. A
Christian activist group released a
statement, addressed to the Islamist
majority, on Sunday, the day before the

parliament’s first scheduled meeting. The
group expressed discontent with the
election results and asked the Islamists if
they will treat the country’s Christians as
equals and how they intend to deal with
Christian women who will not be covering
their hair or faces.

The new parliament will have significant
influence in shaping the country’s future,
as it will choose the 100-member body
that will draw up the new constitution.
Under a temporary power-sharing
agreement, the FJP’s secretary general,
Mohamed Saad Katatny, was expected to
be installed as the parliament’s speaker
with al-Nur and Wafd representatives
serving as deputy speakers.

It remains to be seen whether or not the
FJP and al-Nur will join forces in
parliament, but the two groups have thus
far expressed different priorities. The
former has said that it will focus on
economic and social issues, while the
latter wants to pursue a more overtly
Islamist agenda, focusing on issues such
as women'’s dress, alcohol consumption
and the contents of popular culture.

(Courtesy)
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Sharia court asks govt
to take over

Christian schools

Jammu & Kashmir: A self-styled sharia
court in Jammu and Kashmir has asked
the state government to take over the

management of the Christian missionary
schools and monitor their activities. The
decree also asked three Christian priests
to leave the state for “luring Muslims in
the valley toward Christianity.” It asked the
renowned Kashmiri educationists to form
a part of the management of Christian
schools.

The court also directed the school
management to allot a class for Islamia
studies as well for the students of other
faiths. “Given the Muslim majority
character of the valley, the Muslim
students should be taught Islam and daily
prayer written by Syed Mohammad Igbal

“Given the Muslim majority
character of the valley, the
Muslim students should be
taught Islam and daily prayer
written by Syed Mohammad
Igbal should also be sung in
the morning prayers”.

should also be sung in the morning
prayers,”. It comes in the wake of
accusations against Christian priests,
including pastor M C Khanna of All Saints
Church, of indulging in conversion
activities in the valley.

Besides pastor Khanna, others who have
been asked leave the state include Dutch
national Jim Borst and Gayoor Messah,
said Naib Mufti Nasir. Meanwhile, the All

India Christian Council had expressed
apprehensions that the community
members may face a backlash after the
decree.

63050 Milovajdlnel 2RIV HHETMIDNU &:)5000 CaRA @A ajmilotal MW)H® BBEAMUd
203 6ROBE @RLIGIG]IES @RYUOAVD aNLIBG:0 MVEROMIa)). MVIEN0 INIOAd, MSlag)MVeag),
VOGHNOENINW, ROBEOMNIZD, BIBOMEUIBMV HO(BI®QI AIlROUEBRUB MOWYAMAOWOEN) CGALRA
@R Aajenilotala) @woaL eMBMM®. MiloWad MV1E00 BLIMNIA B)F0VRWYHS (alTlaag’
GMLAIYA BRYOYAIOWIHS EMMIDICHIENBS Vo Llo GalBOMEl (NIMBNIBAWMaIVIE IO CRRA (Courtesy)
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Seminar on Church Archives )

H - L
The seminar was inaugurated by Major Archbishop Mar George Alenchery, at a meeting
presided over by Archbishop Mar Andrews Thazhath, the Chairman of the Liturgical
Research Centre. The seminar is organized by the Liturgical Research Centre of the
Syro-Malabar Church.Inaugurating the workshop, the Major Archbishop pointed out the
importance of historical records for tracing the heritage of the Syro-Malabar Church.
The workshop is led by Dr Enrico Flaiani, Vatican Archivist, Bishop Jose Porunnedom
and Fr Ignatius Payyappilly, who are all experts in Church archives. Topics include
history and general notions of archives, archival materials and archiving methods both
traditional and modern. Vatican Archive is presented as a model archive. There are
about 140 participants in this two day workshop. Participants include Vicar Generals
and Chancellors of the Syro-Malabar dioceses in Kerala, Secretaries of various religious
congregations of men and women. The goal of the workshop is to create more awareness
about the importance of keeping records and teach methods of archiving and using

archived materials.
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Christian woman in Pakistan escapes

Musli

|
|
Pakistan: A young Christian woman in

Pakistan who was kidnapped, forcibly
converted to Islam and married to her
Muslim abductor has escaped after more
than ten years in captivity. Nadia Naira
was aged 15 when she was seized at
gunpoint by a Muslim man on 11 February
2001, from Mariamabad village in the
district of Sheikhupura, Punjab province.
She said: After two days of my kidnapping,
[he] without my consent and at gunpoint
forcibly converted me into Islam and | was
given a Muslim name as Ayesha. Later he
forcibly conducted a Muslim Nikha
(marriage) and again he did not bother to
ask for my free will.

captor after ten-year ordeal

Nadia’s parents immediately reported the
incident to the police, but though officers
registered a case against the accused,
they refused to arrest him. The family then
took the matter before the Lahore High
Court.

Nadia was threatened by her “husband”
that if she made a statement against him,
he would kill both her and her parents.
Fearing for their safety, Nadia told the judge
that she had not been kidnapped and had
embraced both Islam and her husband of
her own free will.

Thus Nadia was cut off from her family
and trapped with the man, who already
had a wife and ten children. He became
violent towards her and a drug addict. She
gave birth to five of his children, now aged
between nine years and six months old.
On 30 November 2011, Nadia eventually
managed to escape and went back to her
parents. Her husband, along with six
accomplices, came and demanded she

be returned to him. They threatened the
family with death and also that they would
kidnap Nadia’s younger sisters if she was
not returned.

The distressed family sought help on 16
January from CLAAS, a Pakistani Christian
legal organisation supported by Barnabas
Fund, who immediately provided shelter
for Nadia and one of her younger sisters.
They also filed a criminal case against
her husband and his accomplices.

The abduction, forced conversion and
marriage of Christian girls is an all too
common scenario in Pakistan; it is
estimated that there are over 700 cases
of abduction and forced marriage of
Christian girls to Muslim men every year.
The violations are often carried out by
influential Muslim families, who threaten
and severely beat the young girls to
frighten them into compliance. The
authorities rarely take action, and often the
young girls never return to their families
unless they manage to escape their

captors.
(Courtesy)
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